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This visually stunning hardback book unearths the fascinating history of the botanic garden, from the first
modern gardens founded in Northern Italy, to the technological achievements of contemporary gardens.

For the last 400 years, botanic gardens have played a multitude of roles in society. They function as public
plant collections and displays, as centres for learning and scientific research, and increasingly as institutions
of environmental conservation. Botanic Gardens: A Living History draws on a range of iconographic and
textual treasures including photography, architectural plans, drawings, scientific journals and personal
accounts to examine these mesmerising institutions. Global in scope, the book explores gardens including:
Bologna, Brussels, Cambridge, Edinburgh, Heidelberg, Kew, Leiden, Leipzig, Melbourne, Montreal, Padua,
Santa Barbara, Sydney, Uppsala and Paris.

The key personalities involved in the establishment of the gardens are profiled — an extraordinary catalogue
of explorers, scientists, architects, noblemen, botanists, visionaries and dreamers. The architecture of the
gardens is explored in depth, from the colonial opulence of eighteenth and nineteenth century gardens, to
innovative modern developments, including The Eden Project designed by Jonathan Ball and Sir Nicholas
Grimshaw.

Four rigorous essays investigate the history and future of botanic gardens as institutions of conservation and
recreation. A wide range of expert voices chart the development of the botanic garden, including Rosie
Atkins (founder of Gardens Illustrated magazine), Mike Maunder (Director of the Fairchild Tropical Botanic
Garden), John Parker (Director of Cambridge University Botanic Garden), Holly Shimizu (Director of the
United States Botanic Garden), Gregory Long (President of the New York Botanical Garden) and Margaret
Stevens (Founder and President of the Society of Botanical Artists).

The only truly comprehensive and up-to-date survey of these increasingly valuable organisations, Botanic
Gardens: A Living History is a vibrant, beautiful book.
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From reader reviews:

James Johnson:

This book untitled Botanic Gardens: A Living History to be one of several books that will best seller in this
year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to
buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Gregg Spencer:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is Botanic Gardens: A Living History.

Hattie Booth:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
as compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that
need more time to be examine. Botanic Gardens: A Living History can be your answer as it can be read by
you actually who have those short free time problems.

Sylvia Alexander:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Botanic Gardens: A Living History
to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you
like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and
examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it.
Beside that the reserve Botanic Gardens: A Living History can to be your new friend when you're experience
alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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