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Small farms once occupied the heights that John Elder calls home, but now only a few cellar holes and
tumbled stone walls remain among the dense stands of maple, beech, and hemlocks on these Vermont hills.
Reading the Mountains of Homeis a journey into these verdant reaches where in the last century humans tried
their hand and where bear and moose now find shelter. As John Elder is our guide, so Robert Frost is Elder's
companion, his great poem "Directive" seeing us through a landscape in which nature and literature, loss and
recovery, are inextricably joined.

Over the course of a year, Elder takes us on his hikes through the forested uplands between South Mountain
and North Mountain, reflecting on the forces of nature, from the descent of the glaciers to the rush of the
New Haven River, that shaped a plateau for his village of Bristol; and on the human will that denuded and
farmed and abandoned the mountains so many years ago. His forays wind through the flinty relics of
nineteenth-century homesteads and Abenaki settlements, leading to meditations on both human failure and
the possibility for deeper communion with the land and others.

An exploration of the body and soul of a place, an interpretive map of its natural and literary life, Reading
the Mountains of Home strikes a moving balance between the pressures of civilization and the attraction of
wilderness. It is a beautiful work of nature writing in which human nature finds its place, where the reader is
invited to follow the last line of Frost's "Directive," to "Drink and be whole again beyond confusion."
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Gomes:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet
and the resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How many
people to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Reading a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Reading the Mountains of
Home book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred
pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Alma Medina:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is Reading the Mountains of Home.

Jeff Weaver:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite from that. 1
activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on and
with addition info. Even you love Reading the Mountains of Home, you may enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people.
What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Hilary Winters:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be read. Reading the Mountains of Home can be your answer because it can be read by you who have
those short free time problems.
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