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Union cavalryman Boston Corbett became a national celebrity after killing John Wilkes Booth, but as details
of his odd personality became known, he also became the object of derision. Over time, he was largely
forgotten to history, a minor character in the final act of Booth’s tumultuous life. And yet Corbett led a
fascinating life of his own, a tragic saga that weaved through the monumental events of nineteenth-century
America.
 
Corbett was an English immigrant and devout Christian who long struggled not only with poverty but also
with mental illness, which was likely caused by the mercury he used in his job as a silk hat finisher. He was
one of the first volunteers to join the US Army at the outbreak of the Civil War, a path that would in time
land him in the notorious Andersonville prison camp. Eventually released, he ended up in the squadron that
cornered Lincoln’s assassin in a Virginia barn. After the war, he headed west as a homesteader to the plains
of Kansas, where his shaky mental health led to his undoing.
 
The Madman and the Assassin is the first full-length biography of Boston Corbett, a man thrust into the
spotlight during a national news event and into an unwelcome transformation from anonymity to fame, and
back to obscurity.
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From reader reviews:

Tony Caldwell:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Madman and the Assassin:
The Strange Life of Boston Corbett, the Man Who Killed John Wilkes Booth book because book offers you
rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt
in it everbody knows.

Mindy Hicks:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work is difficult
job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you
answer could be The Madman and the Assassin: The Strange Life of Boston Corbett, the Man Who Killed
John Wilkes Booth why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Robin Holloway:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need
more time to be study. The Madman and the Assassin: The Strange Life of Boston Corbett, the Man Who
Killed John Wilkes Booth can be your answer because it can be read by you who have those short extra time
problems.

Billie Gould:

The book untitled The Madman and the Assassin: The Strange Life of Boston Corbett, the Man Who Killed
John Wilkes Booth contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way.
The language is very straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The
book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of literary works. It is easy
to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site as
well as order it. Have a nice examine.
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