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From Einstein and Truman to Sartre and Derrida, many have declared the atomic bombing of Hiroshimaand
Nagasaki to be decisive events in human history. None, however, have more acutely understood or
perceptively critiqued the consequences of nuclear war than Japanese writers. In thisfirst complete study of
the nuclear theme in Japanese intellectual and artistic life, John Whittier Treat shows how much we haveto
learn from Japanese writers and artists about the substance and meaning of the nuclear age.

Treat recounts the controversial history of Japanese public discourse around Hiroshima and Nagasaki—a
discourse aternatively celebrated and censored—from August 6, 1945, to the present day. He includes works
from the earliest survivor writers, including Hara Tamiki and Ota Y oko, to such important Japanese
intellectuals today as Oe Kenzaburo and Oda Makoto. Treat argues that the insights of Japanese writersinto
the lessons of modern atracity share much in common with those of Holocaust writers in Europe and the
practitioners of recent poststructuralist nuclear criticism in America. In chapters that take up writers as
diverse as Hiroshima poets, Tokyo critics, and Nagasaki women novelists, he explores the implications of
these works for critical, literary, and cultural theory.

Treat summarizes the Japanese contribution to such ongoing international debates as the crisis of modern
ethics, the relationship of experience to memory, and the possibility of writing history. This Japanese
perspective, Treat shows, both confirms and amends many of the assertions made in the West on the shift
that the death camps and nuclear weapons have jointly signaled for the modern world and for the future.

Writing Ground Zero will be read not only by students of Japan, but by all readers concerned with the fate of
culture after the fact of nuclear war in our time.
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From reader reviews:
Angela Drew:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Writing Ground Zero: Japanese Literature and the Atomic Bomb.

Andrew Wilson:

Now aday those who Living in the erawherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How many peopleto
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Writing Ground Zero: Japanese
Literature and the Atomic Bomb book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info
in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Meéelanie M oor e

This Writing Ground Zero: Japanese Literature and the Atomic Bomb are reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Writing Ground Zero: Japanese Literature and the
Atomic Bomb can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just smple
reading food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This
book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed
kinds. Beside that this Writing Ground Zero: Japanese Literature and the Atomic Bomb forcing you to have
an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize
it useful in your day exercise. So, let's have it appreciate reading.

Harry Duffey:

This Writing Ground Zero: Japanese Literature and the Atomic Bomb is new way for you who has interest to
look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Writing Ground Zero: Japanese Literature and the Atomic Bomb can be the light food for you personally
because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in
the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
guide form make them fed tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide
especially this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So, don't miss that! Just
read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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