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Winner of the 2015 LGBT Studies Award presented by the Lambda Literary Foundation

Scholars of US and transatlantic slavery have largely ignored or dismissed accusations that Black Americans
were cannibalized. Vincent Woodard takes the enslaved person’s claims of human consumption seriously,
focusing on both the literal starvation of the slave and the tropes of cannibalism on the part of the
slaveholder, and further draws attention to the ways in which Blacks experienced their consumption as a
fundamentally homoerotic occurrence. The Delectable Negro explores these connections between
homoeroticism, cannibalism, and cultures of consumption in the context of American literature and US slave
culture.

Utilizing many staples of African American literature and culture, such as the slave narratives of
OlaudahEquiano, Harriet Jacobs, and Frederick Douglass, as well as other less circulated materials like
James L. Smith’s slave narrative, runaway slave advertisements, and numerous articles from Black
newspapers published in the nineteenth century, Woodard traces the racial assumptions, political aspirations,
gender codes, and philosophical frameworks that dictated both European and white American arousal
towards Black males and hunger for Black male flesh. Woodard uses these texts to unpack how slaves
struggled not only against social consumption, but also against endemic mechanisms of starvation and
hunger designed to break them. He concludes with an examination of the controversial chain gang oral sex
scene in Toni Morrison’s Beloved, suggesting that even at the end of the twentieth and beginning of the
twenty-first century, we are still at a loss for language with which to describe Black male hunger within a
plantation culture of consumption.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Bolden:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by surrounding.
One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yeah, by reading
a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is high. For you who want to
start reading the book, we give you this specific The Delectable Negro: Human Consumption and
Homoeroticism within US Slave Culture (Sexual Cultures) book as nice and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Sophia Myers:

The publication with title The Delectable Negro: Human Consumption and Homoeroticism within US Slave
Culture (Sexual Cultures) has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after
read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented
the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the
world. That book will bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart
phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Gayle Meek:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting The Delectable Negro: Human
Consumption and Homoeroticism within US Slave Culture (Sexual Cultures) that give your enjoyment
preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the
method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't
be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to
possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may
pick The Delectable Negro: Human Consumption and Homoeroticism within US Slave Culture (Sexual
Cultures) become your starter.

John Parish:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and The Delectable Negro: Human
Consumption and Homoeroticism within US Slave Culture (Sexual Cultures) or others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other book likes The Delectable Negro: Human



Consumption and Homoeroticism within US Slave Culture (Sexual Cultures) to make your spare time far
more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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