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Historical ethnomusicology is increasingly acknowledged as a significant emerging subfield of
ethnomusicology due to the fact that historical research requires a different set of theories and methods than
studies of contemporary practices and many historiographic techniques are rapidly transforming as a result of
new technologies. In 2005, Bruno Nettl observed that “the term ‘historical ethnomusicology’ has begun to
appear in programs of conferences and in publications” (Nettl 2005, 274), and as recently as 2012 scholars
similarly noted “an increasing concern with the writing of musical histories in ethnomusicology” (Ruskin
and Rice 2012, 318). Relevant positions recently advanced by other authors include that historical
musicologists are “all ethnomusicologists now” and that “all ethnomusicology is historical” (Stobart, 2008),
yet we sense that such arguments—while useful, and theoretically correct—may ultimately distract from
careful consideration of the kinds of contemporary theories and rigorous methods uniquely suited to
historical inquiry in the field of music.

In Theory and Method in Historical Ethnomusicology, editors Jonathan McCollum and David Hebert, along
with contributors Judah Cohen, Chris Goertzen, Keith Howard, Ann Lucas, Daniel Neuman, and Diane
Thram systematically demonstrate various ways that new approaches to historiography––and the related
application of new technologies––impact the work of ethnomusicologists who seek to meaningfully
represent music traditions across barriers of both time and space. Contributors specializing in historical
musics of Armenia, Iran, India, Japan, southern Africa, American Jews, and southern fiddling traditions of
the United States describe the opening of new theoretical approaches and methodologies for research on
global music history. In the Foreword, Keith Howard offers his perspective on historical ethnomusicology
and the importance of reconsidering theories and methods applicable to this field for the enhancement of
musical understandings in the present and future.
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From reader reviews:

Dawn Spigner:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Theory and Method in Historical
Ethnomusicology will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with
you?

Melissa Jackson:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Theory and Method in Historical
Ethnomusicology. All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the internet sources
or other social media.

Susan Padgett:

Typically the book Theory and Method in Historical Ethnomusicology has a lot of knowledge on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after reading this book.

Judi Orta:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Theory and Method in Historical
Ethnomusicology can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than
the others?
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