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Do you "know" that posh comes from an acronym meaning "port out, starboard home"? That "the whole nine
yards" comes from (pick one) the length of a WWII gunner's belt; the amount of fabric needed to make a kilt;
a sarcastic football expression? That Chicago is called "The Windy City" because of the bloviating habits of
its politicians, and not the breeze off the lake?

If so, you need this book. David Wilton debunks the most persistently wrong word histories, and gives, to the
best of our actual knowledge, the real stories behind these perennially mis-etymologized words.

In addition, he explains why these wrong stories are created, disseminated, and persist, even after being
corrected time and time again. What makes us cling to these stories, when the truth behind these words and
phrases is available, for the most part, at any library or on the Internet?

Arranged by chapters, this book avoids a dry A-Z format. Chapters separate misetymologies by kind,
including The Perils of Political Correctness (picnics have nothing to do with lynchings), Posh, Phat
Pommies (the problems of bacronyming--the desire to make every word into an acronym), and CANOE
(which stands for the Conspiracy to Attribute Nautical Origins to Everything).

Word Myths corrects long-held and far-flung examples of wrong etymologies, without taking the fun out of
etymology itself. It's the best of both worlds: not only do you learn the many wrong stories behind these
words, you also learn why and how they are created--and what the real story is.
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From reader reviews:

Lorenzo Davis:

The book Word Myths: Debunking Linguistic Urban Legends make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You
should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book Word Myths: Debunking
Linguistic Urban Legends for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like
wide open and read a e-book Word Myths: Debunking Linguistic Urban Legends. Kinds of book are several.
It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Timothy King:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find book that
need more time to be examine. Word Myths: Debunking Linguistic Urban Legends can be your answer
because it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

James Reed:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Word Myths: Debunking
Linguistic Urban Legends or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science guide, any other book likes Word Myths: Debunking Linguistic Urban Legends to make your spare
time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Steven Thomas:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
identified as of book Word Myths: Debunking Linguistic Urban Legends. You can add your knowledge by
it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is
most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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