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"A writer′s life and work are not a gift to mankind; they are its necessity"

- Toni Morrison, Burn this Book

Published in conjunction with the PEN American center, Burn this Book is a powerful collection of essays
that explore the meaning of censorship, and the power of literature to inform the way we see the world, and
ourselves. Contributors include literary heavyweights like Toni Morrison, Salman Rushdie, Orhan Pamuk,
David Grossman and Nadine Gordimer, and others.

In "Witness: The Inward Testimony" Nadine Gordimer discusses the role of the writer as observer, and as
someone who sees "what is really taking place." She looks to Proust, Oe, Flaubert, Graham Green to see how
their philosophy squares with her own, ultimately concluding "Literature has been and remains a means of
people rediscovering themselves." "In Freedom to Write" Orham Pamuk elegantly describes escorting Arthur
Miller and Harold Pinter around Turkey and how that experience changed his life.

In "The Value of the Word" Salman Rushdie shares a story from Bugakov′s novel The Master and the
Margarita in which the Devil talks to a frustrated writer called "The Master" The writer is so upset with his
own work he decides to burn it: "How could you do that?" the devil asks... "Manuscripts to not burn."
Indeed, manuscripts do not burn, Rushdie argues, but writers do.

As Americans we often take our freedom of speech for granted. When we talk about censorship we talk
about China, the former Soviet Union. But the recent presidential election has shined a spotlight on profound
acts of censorship in our own backyard. Both provocative and timely, Burn this Book include a sterling list
of award winning writers; it sure to ignite spirited dialogue.
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From reader reviews:

Vernie Ruiz:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a guide. The book Burn This Book: PEN Writers Speak Out on the Power of the Word
it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading
this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high
quality.

Clayton Medina:

The reason why? Because this Burn This Book: PEN Writers Speak Out on the Power of the Word is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will
go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Teresa Sullivan:

Beside this kind of Burn This Book: PEN Writers Speak Out on the Power of the Word in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Burn This Book: PEN Writers Speak Out on the Power
of the Word because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have book
but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want
to miss that? Find this book and also read it from at this point!

Richard Nix:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you
also know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,



except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Burn This Book: PEN Writers Speak
Out on the Power of the Word.
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