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In the spring of 1543 as the celebrated astronomer, Nicolaus Copernicus, lay on his death bed, his fellow
clerics brought him a long-awaited package: the final printed pages of the book he had worked on for many
years: De revolutionibus (On the Revolutions of the Heavenly Spheres). Though Copernicus would not live
to hear of its extraordinary impact, his book, which first suggested that the Sun, not the Earth, was the center
of the universe, is today recognized as one of the most influential scientific works of all time?thanks in part
to astrophysicist Owen Gingerich.

Four and a half centuries after its initial publication, Gingerich embarked on an epic quest to see in person all
extant copies of the first and second editions of De revolutionibus. He was inspired by two contradictory
pieces of information: Arthur Koestler's claim, in his bookThe Sleepwalkers, that nobody had read
Copernicus's book when it was published; and Gingerich's discovery, in Edinburgh, of a first edition richly
annotated in the margins by the leading teacher of astronomy in Europe in the 1540s. If one copy had been so
quickly appreciated, Gingerich reasoned, perhaps others were as well?and perhaps they could throw new
light on a hinge point in the history of astronomy.

After three decades of investigation, and after traveling hundreds of thousands of miles across the
globe?from Melbourne to Moscow, Boston to Beijing?Gingerich has written an utterly original book built on
his experience and the remarkable insights gleaned from examining some 600 copies of De revolutionibus.
He found the books owned and annotated by Galileo, Kepler and many other lesser-known astronomers
whom he brings back to life, which illuminate the long, reluctant process of accepting the Sun-centered
cosmos and highlight the historic tensions between science and the Catholic Church. He traced the
ownership of individual copies through the hands of saints, heretics, scalawags, and bibliomaniacs. He was
called as the expert witness in the theft of one copy, witnessed the dramatic auction of another, and proves
conclusively that De revolutionibus was as inspirational as it was revolutionary.

Part biography of a book, part scientific exploration, part bibliographic detective story, The Book Nobody
Read recolors the history of cosmology and offers new appreciation of the enduring power of an
extraordinary book and its ideas.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Alvarez:

The book The Book Nobody Read: Chasing the Revolutions of Nicolaus Copernicus make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Book
Nobody Read: Chasing the Revolutions of Nicolaus Copernicus being your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like open up and read a publication The Book Nobody Read: Chasing the
Revolutions of Nicolaus Copernicus. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Lindsay Washington:

The book The Book Nobody Read: Chasing the Revolutions of Nicolaus Copernicus can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
the best thing like a book The Book Nobody Read: Chasing the Revolutions of Nicolaus Copernicus? Some
of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Book Nobody Read: Chasing the
Revolutions of Nicolaus Copernicus has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for
you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Christopher Gobert:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one
having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular The Book Nobody Read: Chasing the
Revolutions of Nicolaus Copernicus is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Edward Franco:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the The Book Nobody Read: Chasing the Revolutions of Nicolaus Copernicus when you required it?
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