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In 1837, while charting the Amazonian country of Guiana for Great Britain, German naturalist Robert
Schomburgk discovered an astounding "vegetable wonder"--a huge water lily whose leaves were five or six
feet across and whose flowers were dazzlingly white. In England, a horticultural nation with a mania for
gardens and flowers, news of the discovery sparked a race to bring a live specimen back, and to bring it to
bloom. In this extraordinary plant, named Victoria regia for the newly crowned queen, the flower-obsessed
British had found their beau ideal.

In The Flower of Empire, Tatiana Holway tells the story of this magnificent lily, revealing how it touched
nearly every aspect of Victorian life, art, and culture. Holway's colorful narrative captures the sensation
stirred by Victoria regia in England, particularly the intense race among prominent Britons to be the first to
coax the flower to bloom. We meet the great botanists of the age, from the legendary Sir Joseph Banks, to Sir
William Jackson Hooker, director of the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew, to the extravagant flower collector
the Duke of Devonshire. Perhaps most important was the Duke's remarkable gardener, Joseph Paxton, who
rose from garden boy to knight, and whose design of a series of ever-more astonishing glass-houses--one, the
Big Stove, had a footprint the size of Grand Central Station--culminated in his design of the architectural
wonder of the age, the Crystal Palace. Fittingly, Paxton based his design on a glass-house he had recently
built to house Victoria regia. Indeed, the natural ribbing of the lily's leaf inspired the pattern of girders
supporting the massive iron-and-glass building.

From alligator-laden jungle ponds to the heights of Victorian society, The Flower of Empire unfolds the
marvelous odyssey of this wonder of nature in a revealing work of cultural history.
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From reader reviews:

James Drennan:

The book The Flower of Empire: An Amazonian Water Lily, The Quest to Make it Bloom, and the World it
Created will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is
very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book The Flower of
Empire: An Amazonian Water Lily, The Quest to Make it Bloom, and the World it Created is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the
book.

Danielle Deguzman:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a new book. It
is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every day to reading a book.
The book The Flower of Empire: An Amazonian Water Lily, The Quest to Make it Bloom, and the World it
Created it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-
book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this
book offers high quality.

Amanda Kline:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This The Flower of Empire: An Amazonian
Water Lily, The Quest to Make it Bloom, and the World it Created is simple to develop you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed
book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in
your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Mary Peterson:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of
news. In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
in search of the The Flower of Empire: An Amazonian Water Lily, The Quest to Make it Bloom, and the
World it Created when you desired it?
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