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In this examination of stand-up comedy, Rebecca Krefting establishes a new genre of comedic production,
"charged humor," and charts its pathways from production to consumption. Some jokes are tears in the fabric
of our beliefs?they challenge myths about how fair and democratic our society is and the behaviors and
practices we enact to maintain those fictions. Jokes loaded with vitriol and delivered with verve, charged
humor compels audiences to action, artfully summoning political critique.

Since the institutionalization of stand-up comedy as a distinct cultural form, stand-up comics have leveraged
charged humor to reveal social, political, and economic stratifications. All Joking Aside offers a history of
charged comedy from the mid-twentieth century to the early aughts, highlighting dozens of talented comics
from Dick Gregory and Robin Tyler to Micia Mosely and Hari Kondabolu.

The popularity of charged humor has waxed and waned over the past sixty years. Indeed, the history of
charged humor is atale of intrigue and subversion featuring dive bars, public remonstrations, fickle
audiences, movie stars turned politicians, commercial airlines, emergent technologies, neoliberal mind-sets,
and a cavalcade of comic misfits with an ax to grind. Along the way, Krefting explores the fault linesin the
modern economy of humor, why men are perceived to be funnier than women, the perplexing popularity of
modern-day minstrelsy, and the way identities are packaged and sold in the marketplace.

Appealing to anyone interested in the politics of humor and generating implications for the study of any form
of popular entertainment, this history reflects on why we make the choices we do and the collective power of
our consumptive practices. Readers will be delighted by the broad array of comic talent spotlighted in this
book, and for those interested in comedy with substance, it will offer an alternative punchline.
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From reader reviews:
L ottie Jowers:

Here thing why that All Joking Aside: American Humor and Its Discontents are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer whichis
the content is as scrumptious as food or not. All Joking Aside: American Humor and Its Discontents giving
you information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that
similar with All Joking Aside: American Humor and Its Discontents. It gives you thrill reading journey, its
open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is probably can be happened
around you. Y ou can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by
train. If you are having difficultiesin bringing the paper book maybe the form of All Joking Aside: American
Humor and Its Discontents in e-book can be your choice.

Christopher Arredondo:

Spent afree a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your own
personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the book untitled All Joking Aside: American Humor and Its Discontents can be excellent
book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Scott Bur nett:

In this erawhich isthe greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What you need to do
isjust spending your time little but quite enough to have alook at some books. Among the books in the top
record in your reading list will be All Joking Aside: American Humor and Its Discontents. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this
guide you can get many advantages.

Joseph Whitely:

Y ou can obtain this All Joking Aside: American Humor and Its Discontents by check out the bookstore or
Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this
book by simply e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your e-
book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.
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