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In Popular Trauma Culture, Anne Rothe argues that American Holocaust discourse has a particular plot
structure—characterized by a melodramatic conflict between good and evil and embodied in the core
characters of victim/survivor and perpetrator—and that it provides the paradigm for representing personal
experiences of pain and suffering in the mass media. The book begins with an analysis of Holocaust clichés,
including its political appropriation, the notion of vicarious victimhood, the so-called victim talk rhetoric,
and the infusion of the composite survivor figure with Social Darwinism. Readers then explore the
embodiment of popular trauma culture in two core mass media genres: daytime TV talk shows and misery
memoirs.

Rothe conveys how victimhood and suffering are cast as trauma kitsch on talk shows like Oprah and as
trauma camp on modern-day freak shows like Springer. The discussion also encompasses the first scholarly
analysis of misery memoirs, the popular literary genre that has been widely critiqued in journalism as
pornographic depictions of extreme violence. Currently considered the largest growth sector in book
publishing worldwide, many of these works are also fabricated. And since forgeries reflect the cultural
entities that are most revered, the book concludes with an examination of fake misery memoirs.
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From reader reviews:

Ebony Lower:

The book Popular Trauma Culture: Selling the Pain of Others in the Mass Media make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a
book Popular Trauma Culture: Selling the Pain of Others in the Mass Media being your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a guide Popular Trauma Culture: Selling
the Pain of Others in the Mass Media. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Heidi Fritz:

The book Popular Trauma Culture: Selling the Pain of Others in the Mass Media can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book Popular Trauma
Culture: Selling the Pain of Others in the Mass Media? A number of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now,
try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other;
you are able to share all of these. Book Popular Trauma Culture: Selling the Pain of Others in the Mass
Media has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous
world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Patrick Pierce:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time to be
go through. Popular Trauma Culture: Selling the Pain of Others in the Mass Media can be your answer since
it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Janie Williams:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Popular Trauma Culture: Selling the Pain of Others in the
Mass Media can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have issue that
they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Popular Trauma
Culture: Selling the Pain of Others in the Mass Media.
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