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Since they were first discovered in the caves at Qumran in 1947, the Dead Sea Scrolls have aroused more
fascination--and more controversy--than perhaps any other archaeological find. They appear to have been
hidden in the Judean desert by the Essenes, a Jewish sect that existed around the time of Jesus, and they
continue to inspire veneration and conspiracy theories to this day. John Collins tells the story of the bitter
conflicts that have swirled around the scrolls since their startling discovery, and sheds light on their true
significance for Jewish and Christian history.

Collins vividly recounts how a Bedouin shepherd went searching for a lost goat and found the scrolls instead.
He offers insight into debates over whether the Essenes were an authentic Jewish sect and explains why such
questions are critical to our understanding of ancient Judaism and to Jewish identity. Collins explores
whether the scrolls were indeed the property of an isolated, quasi-monastic community living at Qumran, or
whether they more broadly reflect the Judaism of their time. And he unravels the impassioned disputes
surrounding the scrolls and Christianity. Do they anticipate the early church? Do they undermine the
credibility of the Christian faith? Collins also looks at attempts to "reclaim" the scrolls for Judaism after the
full corpus became available in the 1990s, and at how the decades-long delay in publishing the scrolls gave
rise to sensational claims and conspiracy theories.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Perkins:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book The "Dead Sea Scrolls": A Biography (Lives of
Great Religious Books). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about
how is important the book The "Dead Sea Scrolls": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books). You can
add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a
book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's study.

David Shields:

Here thing why this particular The "Dead Sea Scrolls": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content than it
which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The "Dead Sea Scrolls": A Biography (Lives of Great
Religious Books) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but
there is no publication that similar with The "Dead Sea Scrolls": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious
Books). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like
in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
published book maybe the form of The "Dead Sea Scrolls": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books)
in e-book can be your option.

Jessie Davis:

The book untitled The "Dead Sea Scrolls": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward all
the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The
author brings you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.

James Waddell:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One
of many books in the top list in your reading list is The "Dead Sea Scrolls": A Biography (Lives of Great
Religious Books). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming



precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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