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The backbone of classical Greek armies was the phalanx of heavily armoured spearmen, or hoplites. These
were the soldiers that defied the might of Persia at Marathon, Thermopylae and Plataea and, more often,
fought each other in the countless battles of the Greek city-states. For around two centuries they were the
dominant soldiers of the Classical world, in great demand as mercenaries throughout the Mediterranean and
Middle East. Yet, despite the battle descriptions of Herodotus, Thucydides, Xenophon etc, and copious
evidence of Greek art and archaeology, there are still many aspects of hoplite warfare that are little
understood or the subject of fierce academic debate.

Christopher Matthew's groundbreaking reassessment combines rigorous analysis of the literary and
archaeological evidence with the new disciplines of reconstructive archaeology, re-enactment and ballistic
science. He focuses meticulously on the details of the equipment, tactics and capabilities of the individual
hoplites. In so doing he challenges some long-established assumptions. For example, despite a couple of
centuries of study of the hoplites portrayed in Greek vase paintings, Matthew manages to glean from them
some startlingly fresh insights into how hoplites wielded their spears. These findings are supported by
practical testing with his own replica hoplite panoply and the experiences of a group of dedicated re-
enactors. He also tackles such questions as the protective properties of hoplite shields and armour and the
much-vexed debate on the exact nature of the 'othismos' , the climax of phalanx-on-phalanx clashes.

This is an innovative and refreshing reassessment of one of the most important kinds of troops in ancient
warfare, sure to make a genuine contribution to the state of knowledge.
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From reader reviews:

Ernie Swisher:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will want this A Storm of Spears: Understanding the Greek Hoplite in Action.

Jean Spence:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the information about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their talent in writing,
they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this A Storm of Spears:
Understanding the Greek Hoplite in Action.

Bonita Crist:

The book untitled A Storm of Spears: Understanding the Greek Hoplite in Action contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. You can actually
read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have
a nice learn.

Marie Clayton:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the
top listing in your reading list is actually A Storm of Spears: Understanding the Greek Hoplite in Action.
This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious
person. By looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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