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During the early twentieth century, a diverse group of African American women carved out unique niches
for themselves within New York City's expansive informal economy. LaShawn Harris illuminates the labor
patterns and economic activity of three perennials within this kaleidoscope of underground industry: sex
work, numbers running for gambling enterprises, and the supernatural consulting business.

Mining police and prison records, newspaper accounts, and period literature, Harris teases out answers to
essential questions about these women and their working lives. She also offers a surprising revelation,
arguing that the burgeoning underground economy served as a catalyst in working-class black women’s
creation of the employment opportunities, occupational identities, and survival strategies that provided them
with financial stability and a sense of labor autonomy and mobility. At the same time, urban black women,
all striving for economic and social prospects and pleasures, experienced the conspicuous and hidden
dangers associated with newfound labor opportunities.
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From reader reviews:

Darrell Fowler:

This book untitled Sex Workers, Psychics, and Numbers Runners: Black Women in New York City's
Underground Economy (The New Black Studies Series) to be one of several books that best seller in this
year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will
easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher on
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Benjamin Holmes:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Sex Workers, Psychics, and Numbers Runners: Black Women in New York City's Underground
Economy (The New Black Studies Series) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a book then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get
just before. The Sex Workers, Psychics, and Numbers Runners: Black Women in New York City's
Underground Economy (The New Black Studies Series) giving you one more experience more than blown
away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you
are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Andrew Fogarty:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need
more time to be examine. Sex Workers, Psychics, and Numbers Runners: Black Women in New York City's
Underground Economy (The New Black Studies Series) can be your answer given it can be read by you who
have those short extra time problems.

Julie Gooch:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Sex Workers, Psychics, and Numbers Runners: Black
Women in New York City's Underground Economy (The New Black Studies Series) was colourful and of
course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Sex Workers, Psychics, and Numbers Runners:
Black Women in New York City's Underground Economy (The New Black Studies Series) has many kinds
or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and
think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can
make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading



in which.
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