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The genial but troubled New Englander whose single-minded partisan loyalties inflamed the nation's
simmering battle over slavery

Charming and handsome, Franklin Pierce of New Hampshire was drafted to break the deadlock of the 1852
Democratic convention. Though he seized the White House in a landslide against the imploding Whig Party,
he proved a dismal failure in office.

Michael F. Holt, a leading historian of nineteenth-century partisan politics, argues that in the wake of the
Whig collapse, Pierce was consumed by an obsessive drive to unify his splintering party rather than the
roiling country. He soon began to overreach. Word leaked that Pierce wanted Spain to sell the slave-owning
island of Cuba to the United States, rousing sectional divisions. Then he supported repeal of the Missouri
Compromise, which limited the expansion of slavery in the west. Violence broke out, and "Bleeding Kansas"
spurred the formation of the Republican Party. By the end of his term, Pierce's beloved party had ruptured,
and he lost the nomination to James Buchanan.

In this incisive account, Holt shows how a flawed leader, so dedicated to his party and ill-suited for the
presidency, hastened the approach of the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Pierre Taylor:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Franklin Pierce: The American Presidents Series: The 14th President, 1853-1857.

Robert Alcock:

The book Franklin Pierce: The American Presidents Series: The 14th President, 1853-1857 gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase.
Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make examining a book Franklin Pierce: The American Presidents Series: The 14th President, 1853-1857 for
being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a guide
Franklin Pierce: The American Presidents Series: The 14th President, 1853-1857. Kinds of book are a lot of.
It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Latashia Bartlett:

The ability that you get from Franklin Pierce: The American Presidents Series: The 14th President, 1853-
1857 will be the more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Franklin Pierce: The American Presidents
Series: The 14th President, 1853-1857 giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys
their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of
this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is
easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for
having this Franklin Pierce: The American Presidents Series: The 14th President, 1853-1857 instantly.

Bonnie Wilson:

The book untitled Franklin Pierce: The American Presidents Series: The 14th President, 1853-1857 contain a
lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored
by famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If
you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.
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