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How do people come to need products they never even knew they wanted? How, for example, did
indigenous Zimbabweans of the 1940s begin to believe that they required Lifebuoy soap? Offering a glimpse
into the intimate workings of modern colonialism and global capitalism, Timothy Burke takes up these
questions in Lifebuoy Men, Lux Women, a study of post-World War II commodity culture in Zimbabwe.
With particular attention to cosmetic products and the contrast between colonial and pre-colonial ideas of
cleanliness, Burke examines the role played by commodity culture, changing patterns of consumption, and
the spread of advertising in the making of modern Zimbabwe. His work combines history, anthropology, and
political economy to show how the development of commodification in the region relates to the social
history of hygiene. Within this framework, and drawing on a wide variety of historical sources, Burke
explores dense interactions between commodity culture and embodied aspects of race, gender, sexuality,
domesticity, health, and aesthetics in a colonial society. Rather than viewing the production of needs simply
as an imposition from above, Lifebuoy Men, Lux Women shows what heterogeneous and complex processes,
involving the aims and histories of both colonizers and colonized, produced these changes in Zimbabwean
society.
Integrating political economy, cultural studies, and a wide range of the social sciences, Lifebuoy Men, Lux
Women will find readers among scholars of colonialism, African history, and ethnography as well those for
whom the problem of commodification is a significant theoretical issue.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Raap:

Here thing why this kind of Lifebuoy Men, Lux Women: Commodification, Consumption, and Cleanliness
in Modern Zimbabwe (Body, Commodity, Text) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a
book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not.
Lifebuoy Men, Lux Women: Commodification, Consumption, and Cleanliness in Modern Zimbabwe (Body,
Commodity, Text) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but
there is no guide that similar with Lifebuoy Men, Lux Women: Commodification, Consumption, and
Cleanliness in Modern Zimbabwe (Body, Commodity, Text). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open
up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around
you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train.
When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Lifebuoy Men, Lux
Women: Commodification, Consumption, and Cleanliness in Modern Zimbabwe (Body, Commodity, Text)
in e-book can be your alternate.

Miriam Normandin:

The ability that you get from Lifebuoy Men, Lux Women: Commodification, Consumption, and Cleanliness
in Modern Zimbabwe (Body, Commodity, Text) may be the more deep you digging the information that hide
inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know
but Lifebuoy Men, Lux Women: Commodification, Consumption, and Cleanliness in Modern Zimbabwe
(Body, Commodity, Text) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is
therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having this kind of Lifebuoy Men, Lux Women: Commodification, Consumption, and
Cleanliness in Modern Zimbabwe (Body, Commodity, Text) instantly.

Gail Cote:

This Lifebuoy Men, Lux Women: Commodification, Consumption, and Cleanliness in Modern Zimbabwe
(Body, Commodity, Text) is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information given
it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps
you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Lifebuoy Men, Lux Women: Commodification,
Consumption, and Cleanliness in Modern Zimbabwe (Body, Commodity, Text) can be the light food for you
because the information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the
form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in
guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So
, don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.



Diane Morgan:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Lifebuoy Men, Lux Women:
Commodification, Consumption, and Cleanliness in Modern Zimbabwe (Body, Commodity, Text) to make
your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is developing when you including
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and
examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it.
Beside that the publication Lifebuoy Men, Lux Women: Commodification, Consumption, and Cleanliness in
Modern Zimbabwe (Body, Commodity, Text) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone
and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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