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The Heart in the Glass Jar begins with one man’s literal heart (that of a prominent statesman in mid-
nineteenth-century Mexico) but is truly about the hearts, bodies, legal entanglements, and letters—as both
symbols and material objects—of northern Mexicans from the 1860s through the 1930s.
 
William E. French’s innovative study of courtship practice and family formation examines love letters of
everyday folk within the framework of literacy studies and explores how love letters functioned culturally
and legally. French begins by situating love letters in the context of the legal system, which protected the
moral order of families and communities and also perpetuated the gender order—the foundation of power
structures in Mexican society. He then examines reading and writing practices in the communities that the
letters came from: mining camps, villages, small towns, and the “passionate public sphere” that served as the
wider social context for the love letters and crimes of passion. Finally, French considers “sentimental
anatomy,” the eyes, hearts, souls, and wills of novios (men and women in courting relationships), that the
letters gave voice to and helped bring into being.
 
In the tradition of Carlo Ginzburg’s The Cheese and the Worms and Natalie Zemon Davis’s The Return of
Martin Guerre, French connects intimate lives to the broader cultural moment, providing a rich and complex
cultural history from the intersection of love and law.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Delatorre:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book called The
Heart in the Glass Jar: Love Letters, Bodies, and the Law in Mexico (The Mexican Experience)? Maybe it is
being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book,
you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Laverne Jackson:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the guide untitled The Heart in the Glass Jar: Love Letters, Bodies, and the Law in
Mexico (The Mexican Experience) can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Susan Martinez:

Beside this specific The Heart in the Glass Jar: Love Letters, Bodies, and the Law in Mexico (The Mexican
Experience) in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel
like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Heart in the Glass Jar: Love
Letters, Bodies, and the Law in Mexico (The Mexican Experience) because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that?
Find this book and read it from today!

Madeline Cecil:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many
books in the top collection in your reading list is The Heart in the Glass Jar: Love Letters, Bodies, and the
Law in Mexico (The Mexican Experience). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you
closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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