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In 1871, a tiny nation, just four years old — it's population well below the 4 million mark — determined that
it would build the world's longest railroad across empty country, much of it unexplored. This decision —
bold to the point of recklessness — was to change the lives of every man, woman and child in Canada and
alter the shape of the nation.

Using primary sources — diaries, letters, unpublished manuscripts, public documents and newspapers —
Pierre Berton has reconstructed the incredible decade of the 1870s, when Canadians of every stripe —
contractors, politicians, financiers, surveyors, workingmen, journalists and entrepreneurs — fought for the
railway, or against it.

The National Dream is above all else the story of people. It is the story of George McMullen, the brash
young promoter who tried to blackmail the Prime Minister; of Marcus Smith, the crusty surveyor, so
suspicious of authority he thought the Governor General was speculating in railway lands; of Sanford
Fleming, the great engineer who invented Standard Time but who couldn't make up his mind about the best
route for the railway. All these figures, and dozens more, including the political leaders of the era, come to
life with all their human ambitions and failings.
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From reader reviews:

Terrance Hutchins:

The book The National Dream: The Great Railway, 1871-1881 can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book The National Dream: The
Great Railway, 1871-1881? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book
can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these.
Book The National Dream: The Great Railway, 1871-1881 has simple shape but the truth is know: it has
great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

Nora Cordova:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be smart in
getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The National Dream: The Great Railway,
1871-1881 book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in
this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Carlos Moses:

The book untitled The National Dream: The Great Railway, 1871-1881 contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the people,
so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author brings you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep reading
your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

John Cheung:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real their
hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The National Dream: The Great Railway, 1871-1881 can make you experience more
interested to read.
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