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The debate over the meaning of marriage in the United States and specifically in Minnesota is not a recent
development. From 1820 to 1845, when the first significant numbers of Americans arrived in the region now
called Minnesota, they carried the belief that good government and an orderly household went hand in hand.
The territorial, state, and federal governments of the United States were built upon a particular vision of civic
responsibility: that men, as heads of households, enter civic life on behalf of their dependents—wives,
children, servants, and slaves. These dependents were deemed unfit to make personal decisions or to involve
themselves in business and government—and they owed labor and obedience to their husbands, fathers, and
masters.

These ideas clashed forcibly with the conceptions of kinship and social order that existed among the Upper
Midwest's long-established Dakota, Ojibwe, and mixed-heritage communities. In resisting the new gender
and familial roles advocated by military personnel, Indian agents, and missionaries, the region’s inhabitants
frustrated American attempts to transform Indian country into a state. Indeed, many Americans were forced
to compromise their own beliefs so that they could put down roots.

Through the stories of married—and divorcing—men and women in the region, Catherine J. Denial traces
the uneven fortunes of American expansion in the early nineteenth century and the nation-shaping power of
marital acts.

Catherine J. Denial is associate professor of history at Knox College in Galesburg, Illinois. She specializes
in American Indian history and the history of marriage in the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Victor Elam:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Making Marriage: Husbands, Wives, and the American State in
Dakota and Ojibwe Country. Try to the actual book Making Marriage: Husbands, Wives, and the American
State in Dakota and Ojibwe Country as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you
experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit
your needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So
, we should make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Gary Morrell:

The ability that you get from Making Marriage: Husbands, Wives, and the American State in Dakota and
Ojibwe Country may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more
you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Making
Marriage: Husbands, Wives, and the American State in Dakota and Ojibwe Country giving you joy feeling
of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by means of
anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your
personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We suggest you for having this particular Making Marriage: Husbands, Wives, and the
American State in Dakota and Ojibwe Country instantly.

Gloria Lockwood:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the book untitled Making Marriage: Husbands, Wives, and the American State in Dakota and
Ojibwe Country can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Kirsten Ferguson:

The book untitled Making Marriage: Husbands, Wives, and the American State in Dakota and Ojibwe
Country contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is
very simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book
was published by famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. You can
actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the



book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-
site along with order it. Have a nice study.
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