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When we see children playing in a supervised playground or hear about a school being renovated, we seldom
wonder about who mobilized the community resources to rebuild the school or staff the park. Mexican
American Women Activists tells the stories of Mexican American women from two Los Angeles
neighborhoods and how they transformed the everyday problems they confronted into political concerns. By
placing these women's experiences at the center of her discussion of grassroots political activism, Mary
Pardo illuminates the gender, race, and class character of community networking. She shows how citizens
help to shape their local environment by creating resources for churches, schools, and community services
and generates new questions and answers about collective action and the transformation of social networks
into political networks. By focusing on women in two contiguous but very different communities -- the
working-class, inner-city neighborhood of Boyle Heights in Eastside Los Angeles and the racially mixed
middle-class suburb of Monterey Park -- Pardo is able to bring class as ell as gender and ethnic concerns to
bear on her analysis in ways that shed light on the complexity of mobilizing for urban change. Unlike many
studies, the stories told here focus on women's strengths rather than on their problems. We follow the process
by which these women empowered themselves by using their own definitions of social justice and their own
convictions about the importance of traditional roles. Rather than becoming political participants in spite of
their family responsibilities, women in both neighborhoods seem to have been more powerful because they
had responsibilities, social networks, and daily routines separate from the men in their communities. Pardo
asserts that the decline of real wages and the growing income gap means that unforunately most women will
no longer be able to focus their energies on unpaid community work. She reflects on the consequences of this
change for women's political involvement, as well as on the politics of writing about women and politics.
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From reader reviews:

Lauren Graves:

The publication with title Mexican American Women Activists includes a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new expertise the information that
exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to understand
how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth.
You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Wilma Baca:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get lots
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is actually Mexican American Women Activists.

Richard Kowalski:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along
with soon. The Mexican American Women Activists provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Mark Klein:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Mexican American Women Activists
or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need
to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks
are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes
Mexican American Women Activists to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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