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Dave Liebman is one of the leading forces in contemporary jazz. Prominently known for performing with
Miles Davis and Elvin Jones, he has exerted considerable influence as a saxophonist, bandleader, composer,
author, and educator. In addition to his recent recognition as a National Endowment for the Arts Jazz Master,
he has received the Order of Arts and Letters from France and holds an honorary doctorate from the Sibelius
Academy in Helsinki, Finland. He has mentored many of today's most notable young jazz musicians
worldwide and is a prolific writer on jazz.

In What It Is: The Life of a Jazz Artist, friend, pianist, and noted jazz scholar Lewis Porter conducts a series
of in-depth interviews with Liebman, who discusses his professional, personal, and musical relationships
with Davis and Jones, as well as such notable musicians as Chick Corea, Richie Beirach, Michael and Randy
Brecker, and many others. Through the interviews, Liebman discusses such personal matters as contracting
polio as a child and the difficulties it caused as an adult during his rise as a jazz musician. He offers insights
into the life of jazz performers of his generation, particularly the tumultuous period of the 1960s and 1970s.
The book also features rare photos from Liebman's personal collection. A fascinating and witty storyteller,
Liebman's stories in What It Is will appeal to jazz fans and scholars by providing a firsthand look into the
creative life of one of America's leading jazz musicians.
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From reader reviews:

James Connell:

In other case, little men and women like to read book What It Is: The Life of a Jazz Artist (Studies in Jazz).
You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a
book What It Is: The Life of a Jazz Artist (Studies in Jazz). You can add knowledge and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From
your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Paul Cockrell:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book What It Is: The Life of a Jazz
Artist (Studies in Jazz). All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Paul Herbert:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy
read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual What It Is: The Life of a Jazz
Artist (Studies in Jazz) is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

William Henderson:

This What It Is: The Life of a Jazz Artist (Studies in Jazz) is great guide for you because the content that is
full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So
if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having What It Is: The
Life of a Jazz Artist (Studies in Jazz) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this
book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in
which?
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