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Examines and measures the extent to which statutory language affects judicial behavior.

How does the language of legislative statutes affect judicial behavior? Scholars of the judiciary have rarely
studied this question despite statutes being, theoretically, the primary opportunity for legislatures to ensure
that those individuals who interpret the law will follow their preferences. In Checking the Courts, Kirk A.
Randazzo and Richard W. Waterman offer a model that integrates ideological and legal factors through an
empirical measure of statutory discretion. The model is tested across multiple judicial institutions, at both the
federal and state levels, and reveals that judges are influenced by the levels of discretion afforded in the
legislative statutes. In those cases where lawmakers have clear policy preferences, legislation encourages
judges to strictly interpret the plain meaning of the law. Conversely, if policy preferences are unclear,
legislation leaves open the possibility that judges will make decisions based on their own ideological policy
preferences. Checking the Courts thus provides us with a better understanding of the dynamic interplay
between law and ideology.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Young:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Checking the Courts: Law, Ideology, and Contingent
Discretion (SUNY series in American Constitutionalism). Try to stumble through book Checking the Courts:
Law, Ideology, and Contingent Discretion (SUNY series in American Constitutionalism) as your friend. It
means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter
than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you
can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Susan Padgett:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great and important the book Checking the Courts: Law, Ideology, and
Contingent Discretion (SUNY series in American Constitutionalism). All type of book is it possible to see on
many solutions. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Jerry Sonnier:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is Checking the Courts: Law, Ideology, and Contingent Discretion (SUNY series in American
Constitutionalism).

Scott Fisher:

Checking the Courts: Law, Ideology, and Contingent Discretion (SUNY series in American
Constitutionalism) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that will
put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Checking the Courts: Law, Ideology, and Contingent
Discretion (SUNY series in American Constitutionalism) however doesn't forget the main place, giving the
reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This
great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.
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