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Sixty years ago, at the height of World War II, an extraordinary series of gatherings took place at Mount
Holyoke College in western Massachusetts. During the summers of 1942–1944, leading Europeangures in
the arts and sciences met at the college with their American counterparts for urgent conversations about the
future of human civilization in a precarious world.

Two Sorbonne professors, the distinguished medievalist Gustave Cohen and the existentialist philosopher
Jean Wahl, organized these "Pontigny" sessions, named after an abbey in Burgundy where similar symposia
had been held in the decades before the war. Among the participants?many of whom were Jewish or had
Jewish backgrounds?were the philosophers Hannah Arendt and Rachel Bespaloff, the poets Marianne Moore
and Wallace Stevens, the anthropologist Claude Lévi-Strauss and the linguist Roman Jakobson, and the
painters Marc Chagall and Robert Motherwell.

In this collection of original essays, Stanley Cavell and Jacques Derrida lead an international group of
scholars?including Jed Perl, Mary Ann Caws, Jeffrey Mehlman, and Elisabeth Young-Bruehl?in assessing
the lasting impact and contemporary signicance of Pontigny-en- Amérique. Rachel Bespaloff, a tragicgure
who wrote a major work on the Iliad, is restored to her rightful place beside Arendt and Simone Weil.
Anyone interested in the "intellectual resistance" of Francophone intellectuals and artists, and the inspiring
support from such Americangures as Stevens and Moore, will want to read this pioneering work of
scholarship and historical re-creation.
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From reader reviews:

Suzanne Macdougall:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Artists, Intellectuals,
and World War II: The Pontigny Encounters at Mount Holyoke College, 1942-1944 suitable to you? Often
the book was written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled Artists, Intellectuals, and
World War II: The Pontigny Encounters at Mount Holyoke College, 1942-1944is one of several books in
which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this
guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their
plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a
lot of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Nancy Jackson:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Artists, Intellectuals, and World War II: The Pontigny Encounters at Mount Holyoke College, 1942-1944
your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for
but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one type
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The Artists, Intellectuals, and World War II:
The Pontigny Encounters at Mount Holyoke College, 1942-1944 giving you an additional experience more
than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us
show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are
finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time
activity?

Donald Lewis:

You can spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Artists, Intellectuals, and World War II:
The Pontigny Encounters at Mount Holyoke College, 1942-1944 is simple to bring you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart
phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Robin Adams:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Artists, Intellectuals, and World War II: The
Pontigny Encounters at Mount Holyoke College, 1942-1944 was bright colored and of course has pictures
around. As we know that book Artists, Intellectuals, and World War II: The Pontigny Encounters at Mount
Holyoke College, 1942-1944 has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto
or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at
all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best



book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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