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The brutal lynching of two young black menin Marion, Indiana, on August 7, 1930, cast a shadow over the
town that still lingers. It is only one event in the long and complicated history of race relationsin Marion, a
history much ignored and considered by many to be best forgotten. But the lynching cannot be forgotten. It is
too much a part of the fabric of Marion, too much ingrained even now in the minds of those who live there.
In Our Town journalist Cynthia Carr explores the issues of race, loyalty, and memory in Americathrough the
lens of a specific hate crime that occurred in Marion but could have happened anywhere.

Marion is our town, America s town, and itslegacy is our legacy.

Like everyone in Marion, Carr knew the basic details of the lynching even as a child: three black men were
arrested for attempted murder and rape, and two of them were hanged in the courthouse square, afate the
third miraculously escaped. Meeting James Cameron—the man who'd survived- ed her to examine how the
quiet Midwestern town she loved could harbor such dark secrets. Spurred by the redlization that, like her,
millions of white Americans are intimately connected to this hidden history, Carr began an investigation into
the events of that night, racism in Marion, the presence of the Ku Klux Klan—past and present—in Indiana,
and her own grandfather’ s involvement. She uncovered a pattern of white guilt and indifference, of black
anger and fear that are the hallmark of race relations across the country.

In asweeping narrative that takes her from the angry energy of awhite supremacist rally to the peaceful
fields of Weaver—once an al-black settlement neighboring Marion-in search of the good and the bad in the
story of racein America, Carr returnsto her roots to seek out the fascinating people and places that have
shaped the town. Her intensely compelling account of the Marion lynching and of her own family’s secrets
offers afresh examination of the complex legacy of whitenessin America. Part mystery, part history, part
true crime saga, Our Town isariveting read that lays bare araw and little-chronicled facet of our national
memory and provides a starting point toward reconciliation with the past.

On August 7, 1930, three black teenagers were dragged from their jail cellsin Marion, Indiana, and beaten
before a howling maob. Two of them were hanged; by fate the third escaped. A photo taken that night shows
the bodies hanging from the tree but focuses on the faces in the crowd—some enraged, some laughing, and
some subdued, perhaps already feeling the first pangs of regret.

Sixty-three years later, journalist Cynthia Carr began searching the photo for her grandfather’ s face.
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From reader reviews:
Tonia Jensen:

The book Our Town: A Heartland Lynching, a Haunted Town, and the Hidden History of White America
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave avery
important thing like a book Our Town: A Heartland Lynching, a Haunted Town, and the Hidden History of
White America? Severa of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
datathat you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Our
Town: A Heartland Lynching, a Haunted Town, and the Hidden History of White America has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can ook the enormous world by available
and read abook. So it is very wonderful.

Joe Dix:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Our Town: A
Heartland Lynching, a Haunted Town, and the Hidden History of White America suitable to you? The
particular book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled Our Town:; A Heartland
Lynching, a Haunted Town, and the Hidden History of White Americais the main one of several books that
will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you
read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained their
plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will
give you agreat deal of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world
on this book.

Mary Infante:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author caninspire al their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authorsin this world always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they aso doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them isthis
Our Town: A Heartland Lynching, a Haunted Town, and the Hidden History of White America.

Steve Domingo:

This Our Town: A Heartland Lynching, a Haunted Town, and the Hidden History of White Americaisfresh
way for you who has curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of
information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having



bit of digest in reading this Our Town: A Heartland Lynching, a Haunted Town, and the Hidden History of
White America can be the light food for you because the information inside that book is easy to get by
anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why | mean in the e-
book type. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer.
So thereisn't any in reading areserve especialy this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here
for you actually. So, don't missit! Just read this e-book type for your better life aswell as knowledge.
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