
The Ballet of the Planets: A Mathematician's
Musings on the Elegance of Planetary Motion

Donald Benson

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0199891001
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0199891001
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0199891001


The Ballet of the Planets: A Mathematician's Musings on the
Elegance of Planetary Motion

Donald Benson

The Ballet of the Planets: A Mathematician's Musings on the Elegance of Planetary Motion Donald
Benson
The Ballet of the Planets unravels the beautiful mystery of planetary motion, revealing how our
understanding of astronomy evolved from Archimedes and Ptolemy to Copernicus, Kepler, and Newton.
Mathematician Donald Benson shows that ancient theories of planetary motion were based on the
assumptions that the Earth was the center of the universe and the planets moved in a uniform circular motion.
Since ancient astronomers noted that occasionally a planet would exhibit retrograde motion--would seem to
reverse its direction and move briefly westward--they concluded that the planets moved in epicyclic curves,
circles with smaller interior loops, similar to the patterns of a child's Spirograph. With the coming of the
Copernican revolution, the retrograde motion was seen to be apparent rather than real, leading to the idea that
the planets moved in ellipses. This laid the ground for Newton's great achievement--integrating the concepts
of astronomy and mechanics--which revealed not only how the planets moved, but also why. Throughout,
Benson focuses on naked-eye astronomy, which makes it easy for the novice to grasp the work of these
pioneers of astronomy.
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Streeter:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the The Ballet of the Planets: A
Mathematician's Musings on the Elegance of Planetary Motion is kind of book which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Michael Canton:

This The Ballet of the Planets: A Mathematician's Musings on the Elegance of Planetary Motion are reliable
for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this The Ballet of the Planets: A
Mathematician's Musings on the Elegance of Planetary Motion can be one of many great books you must
have is giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that probably
will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever
your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Ballet of the Planets: A
Mathematician's Musings on the Elegance of Planetary Motion giving you an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So ,
let's have it and revel in reading.

Kevin Miller:

The publication untitled The Ballet of the Planets: A Mathematician's Musings on the Elegance of Planetary
Motion is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will
be shown to anyone. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily
to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they
share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Ballet of the Planets: A
Mathematician's Musings on the Elegance of Planetary Motion from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy free time.

Mildred Brummett:

Precisely why? Because this The Ballet of the Planets: A Mathematician's Musings on the Elegance of
Planetary Motion is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it
will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all
write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this
nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book



include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that
book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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