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If the word "hero" still belonged in the historian's lexicon, it would certainly be applied to John Wesley
Powell. Intrepid explorer, careful scientist, talented writer, and dedicated conservationist, Powell led the
expedition that put the Colorado River on American maps and revealed the Grand Canyon to the world. Now
comes the first biography of this towering figure in almost fifty years--a book that captures his life in all its
heroism, idealism, and ambivalent, ambiguous humanity.
In A River Running West, Donald Worster, one of our leading Western historians, tells the story of Powell's
great adventures and describes his historical significance with compelling clarity and skill. Worster paints a
vivid portrait of how this man emerged from the early nineteenth-century world of immigrants, fervent
religion, and rough-and-tumble rural culture, and barely survived the Civil War battle at Shiloh. The heart of
Worster's biography is Powell's epic journey down the Colorado in 1869, a tale of harrowing experiences,
lethal accidents, and breathtaking discoveries. After years in the region collecting rocks and fossils and
learning to speak the local Native American languages, Powell returned to Washington as an eloquent
advocate for the West, one of America's first and most influential conservationists. But in the end, he fell
victim to a clique of Western politicians who pushed for unfettered economic development, relegating the
aging explorer to a quiet life of anthropological contemplation.
John Wesley Powell embodied the energy, optimism, and westward impulse of the young United States. A
River Running West is a gorgeously written, magisterial account of this great American explorer and
environmental pioneer, a true story of undaunted courage in the American West.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Dickens:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will require this A River Running West: The Life of John Wesley Powell.

Mary Sylvester:

The book A River Running West: The Life of John Wesley Powell make you feel enjoy for your spare time.
You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book A River Running
West: The Life of John Wesley Powell to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your
current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you
like start and read a reserve A River Running West: The Life of John Wesley Powell. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Frederick Avelar:

The actual book A River Running West: The Life of John Wesley Powell will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find
new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book A River Running West: The Life of John Wesley
Powell is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so
you can easier to read the book.

Kim Marshall:

A River Running West: The Life of John Wesley Powell can be one of your starter books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The author giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing A River Running
West: The Life of John Wesley Powell nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information
can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.
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