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In 1830 philosopher Auguste Comte coined the term altruism to provide a general definition for the act of
selflessly caring for others. But does this modern conception of sacrificing one's own interests for the well-
being of others apply to the charitable behaviors encouraged by all world religions? In Altruism in World
Religions prominent scholars from an array of religious perspectives probe the definition of altruism to
determine whether it is a category that serves to advance the study of religion.

Exploring a range of philosophical and religious thought from Greco-Roman philia to Judaism, Christianity,
and Islam, from Hinduism in India to Buddhism and the religions of China and Japan, the authors find that
altruism becomes problematic when applied to religious studies because it is, in fact, a concept absent from
religion. Chapters on Judaism, Christianity, and Islam reveal that followers of these religions cannot
genuinely perform self-sacrificing acts because God has promised to reward every good deed. Moreover, the
separation between the self and the other that self-sacrifice necessarily implies, runs counter to Buddhist
thought, which makes no such distinction.

By challenging our assumptions about the act of self-sacrifice as it relates to religious teachings, the authors
have shown altruism to be more of a secular than religious notion. At the same time, their findings highlight
how charitable acts operate with the values and structures of the religions studied.
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From reader reviews:

Eleonora Plunkett:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled Altruism in World Religions. Try to stumble through book
Altruism in World Religions as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense
alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally.
The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we
need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Edward Knudsen:

With other case, little people like to read book Altruism in World Religions. You can choose the best book if
you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of book Altruism in World
Religions. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad
you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can
open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to
go to the library. Let's study.

Charlotte Ramsey:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Altruism in World Religions book as
this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred % guarantees
there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Donald Benson:

Beside that Altruism in World Religions in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't
always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Altruism
in World Religions because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but
you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss this? Find this book as well as read it from right now!
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