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The Hebrew Bible has long been understood as condemning foreign deities. While many biblical texts do
condemn other deities, many other passages show how early Israelites sometimes accepted the reality of
deities worshiped by other peoples. Looking closely both at relevant biblical texts and at their cultural
contexts, Mark S. Smith demonstrates that the biblical attitude toward other deities is not uniformly negative,
as is commonly supposed. He traces the historical development of Israel’s “one-god worldview,” linking it to
the rise of the surrounding Mesopotamian empires.

Smith’s study also produces evidence undermining a common modern assumption among historians of
religion that polytheism is tolerant while monotheism is prone to intolerance and violence. Drawing both on
ancient sources and on modern, theoretical approaches, Smith’s God in Translation masterfully reveals the
complexity of attitudes in ancient Israel toward foreign deities and makes a case for an ecumenism based on
respect for local traditions and not based on a western notion of universal religion.
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From reader reviews:

Georgetta Watson:

This God in Translation: Deities in Cross-Cultural Discourse in the Biblical World usually are reliable for
you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this God in Translation:
Deities in Cross-Cultural Discourse in the Biblical World can be among the great books you must have is
usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that possibly will
shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this God in Translation: Deities in Cross-
Cultural Discourse in the Biblical World forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it and revel in reading.

Richard Davy:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking God in Translation: Deities in
Cross-Cultural Discourse in the Biblical World that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit
only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you
who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick God in Translation: Deities in Cross-
Cultural Discourse in the Biblical World become your own personal starter.

Martin Solomon:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for you is God in Translation: Deities in Cross-Cultural Discourse in the Biblical World this book consist a
lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the
world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the
writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Sallie Farris:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific God in Translation: Deities in Cross-Cultural Discourse
in the Biblical World can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have issue
that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to



get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have God in Translation: Deities in
Cross-Cultural Discourse in the Biblical World.
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