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The growth of the internet has been spectacular. There are now more 1.5 billion internet users across the
globe, about one quarter of the world’s population. This is certainly a new phenomenon that is of enormous
significance for the economic, political and social life of contemporary societies.

However, much popular and academic writing about the internet takes a technologically deterministic view,
assuming that the internet’s potential will be realised in essentially transformative ways. This was especially
true in the euphoric moment of the mid-1990s, when many commentators wrote about the internet with awe
and wonderment. While this moment may be over, its underlying technocentrism – the belief that technology
determines outcomes – lingers on, and with it, a failure to understand the internet in its social, economic and
political context.

Misunderstanding the Internet is a short introduction, encompassing the history, sociology, politics and
economics of the internet and its impact on society. The book has a simple three part structure:

Part 1 looks at the history of the internet, and offers an overview of the internet’s place in society●

Part 2 focuses on the control and economics of the internet●

Part 3 examines the internet’s political and cultural influence●

Misunderstanding the Internet is a polemical, sociologically and historically informed textbook that aims to
challenge both popular myths and existing academic orthodoxies around the internet.
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From reader reviews:

Cynthia Sharma:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Misunderstanding the
Internet (Communication and Society) book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Bruce Mull:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Misunderstanding the
Internet (Communication and Society) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Scott Harrington:

The knowledge that you get from Misunderstanding the Internet (Communication and Society) is the more
deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Misunderstanding the Internet (Communication and
Society) giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood by anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this Misunderstanding the Internet
(Communication and Society) instantly.

Robert Vargas:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Misunderstanding the Internet
(Communication and Society) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle
the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and
study it. Beside that the guide Misunderstanding the Internet (Communication and Society) can to be your
brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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