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Why is medical care in the United States so expensive? For decades, Americans have taken it as a matter of
faith that we spend more because we have the best health care system in the world. But as costs levitate, that
argument becomes more difficult to make. Today, we spend twice as much as Japan on health care—yet few
would argue that our health care system is twice as good.

Instead, startling new evidence suggests that one out of every three of our health care dollars is squandered
on unnecessary or redundant tests; unproven, sometimes unwanted procedures; and overpriced drugs and
devices that, too often, are no better than the less expensive products they have replaced.

How did this happen? In Money-Driven Medicine, Maggie Mahar takes the reader behind the scenes of a $2
trillion industry to witness how billions of dollars are wasted in a Hobbesian marketplace that pits the
industry's players against each other. In remarkably candid interviews, doctors, hospital administrators,
patients, health care economists, corporate executives, and Wall Street analysts describe a war of "all against
all" that can turn physicians, hospitals, insurers, drugmakers, and device makers into blood rivals. Rather
than collaborating, doctors and hospitals compete. Rather than sharing knowledge, drugmakers and device
makers divide value. Rather than thinking about long-term collective goals, the imperatives of an impatient
marketplace force health care providers to focus on short-term fiscal imperatives. And so investments in
untested bleeding-edge medical technologies crowd out investments in information technology that might, in
the long run, not only reduce errors but contain costs.

In theory, free market competition should tame health care inflation. In fact, Mahar demonstrates, when it
comes to medicine, the traditional laws of supply and demand do not apply. Normally, when supply expands,
prices fall. But in the health care industry, as the number and variety of drugs, devices, and treatments
multiplies, demand rises to absorb the excess, and prices climb. Meanwhile, the perverse incentives of a fee-
for-service system reward health care providers for doing more, not less.

In this superbly written book, Mahar shows why doctors must take responsibility for the future of our health
care industry. Today, she observes, "physicians have been stripped of their standing as professionals:
Insurers address them as vendors ('Dear Health Care Provider'), drugmakers and device makers see them as
customers (someone you might take to lunch or a strip club), while . . . consumers (aka patients) are
encouraged to see their doctors as overpaid retailers. . . . Before patients can reclaim their rightful place as
the center—and indeed as the raison d'être—of our health care system," Mahar suggests, "we must once
again empower doctors . . . to practice patient-centered medicine—based not on corporate imperatives,
doctors' druthers, or even patients' demands," but on the best scientific research available.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Smith:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Money-Driven Medicine: The Real
Reason Health Care Costs So Much e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism
Money-Driven Medicine: The Real Reason Health Care Costs So Much as good book not only by the cover
but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Susan Metcalf:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more
time to be go through. Money-Driven Medicine: The Real Reason Health Care Costs So Much can be your
answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Bobby Kile:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is Money-Driven Medicine: The Real Reason Health Care Costs So
Much this e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book
was represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is
easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this
book acceptable all of you.

Jody Watson:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Money-Driven Medicine: The Real Reason
Health Care Costs So Much or even others sources were given information for you. After you know how the
good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside
science publication, any other book likes Money-Driven Medicine: The Real Reason Health Care Costs So



Much to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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