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The history of education can easily be described as theme and variation on one motif: reform. From Plato’s
critique of the Sophists in Protagoras to John Henry Newman’s considerations of education in The Idea of a
University in 1854, from the educational projects of Maria Montessori, Rudolf Steiner, and Loris Malaguzzi
in the 20th century to Kieran Egan’s call for a reimagination of education in the 21st, educators and
philosophers have regularly turned to two fundamental questions: “What is the purpose of an education?”
and “How is it to be achieved?” This is the essence of Friedrich Schiller’s letters On the Aesthetic Education
of Man. For Schiller, the salvation of education--and of man--lies in the realization of Beauty. Only Beauty,
in his thought, has the ability to ennoble both thinking and sentiment, and only Beauty can allow the human
person to awaken what he calls the “play impulse,” which manifests itself as “the extinction of time in time
and the reconciliation of becoming and absolute being, of variation with identity” (Fourteenth Letter). Play is
important to Schiller because play returns the human person to himself: “For, to declare once and for all,
Man plays only when he is in the full sense of the word a man, and he is only wholly Man when he is
playing” (Fifteenth Letter). It is important in times such as ours that we turn to philosophies of education that
emphasize not the utilitarian desires of governments and corporations but the simultaneously transcendent
and immanent qualities that reveal to us what it is to be human. Friedrich Schiller’s letters On the Aesthetic
Education of Man is such a text. Schiller does not provide us with a pedagogical strategy, nor does he offer
us a definitive answer as to what such an aesthetic education would look like. But he does indicate where we
should seek the right kinds of questions. (From the Foreword.)
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Marr:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This On the Aesthetic Education of Man is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need
in this era.

Detra Satterwhite:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept On the
Aesthetic Education of Man suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this
era. Often the book untitled On the Aesthetic Education of Manis the main of several books which everyone
read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter
the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus
all of people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information
about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Nicholas Gober:

Beside this particular On the Aesthetic Education of Man in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh
from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good
thing to have On the Aesthetic Education of Man because this book offers for you readable information. Do
you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you
have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!

Debra McGregor:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of book On
the Aesthetic Education of Man. You can add your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it
can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about
guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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