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A volume in Contemporary Research in Education Series Editor: Terry A. Osborn, University of South
Florida, Sarasota-Manatee Normalites: The First Professionally Prepared Teachers in the United States is a
new original work which explores the experiences of three women, Lydia Stow, Mary Swift and Louisa
Harris, who were pioneers in the movement in teacher education as members of the first class of the nation's
first state normal school established in Lexington, Massachusetts in 1839. The book is biographical, offering
new insights derived from exceptional research into the development of the normal school movement from
the perspectives of the students. While studies have provided analysis of the movement as a whole, as well as
some of the leaders of the initiative, such as Horace Mann and Henry Barnard, there is a lack of rich,
published information about the first groups of students. Understanding their accounts and experiences,
however, provides a critical foreground to comprehending not only the complexity of the nineteenth century
normal school movement but, more broadly, educational reform during this period. Arranged chronologically
and in four parts, this book explores the experiences of Lydia Stow, Mary Swift and Louisa Harris during
their normal school studies, their entrance into the world and commencement of their careers, the transitions
in their personal and professional lives, and the building of their life work. Throughout these periods, their
formal educational experiences, as well as broader moments of transformation, are considered and how life
paths were shaped. This book will be of interest to undergraduate and graduate students and faculty
connected to teacher preparation programs. More than 100,000 students are currently awarded baccalaureate
degrees each year in Education. Over 80,000 of these students are women. Their experiences are rooted in
the pioneering efforts of Lydia Stow, Mary Swift, and Louisa Harris at our nation's first state normal school.
It is a particularly fitting time to share their experiences as the 175th anniversary of the start of formal, state
sponsored teacher education, the normal school movement, will be celebrated in 2014.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Campbell:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Normalites: The First
Professionally Prepared Teachers in the United States (Contemporary Research in Education) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want
in this era.

April Young:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Normalites: The First
Professionally Prepared Teachers in the United States (Contemporary Research in Education) suitable to
you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Normalites: The
First Professionally Prepared Teachers in the United States (Contemporary Research in Education)is the
main of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in the world.
When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this
publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Francine Nott:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer may be Normalites: The First Professionally Prepared Teachers in the
United States (Contemporary Research in Education) why because the amazing cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the
outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Latricia Wynkoop:

This Normalites: The First Professionally Prepared Teachers in the United States (Contemporary Research in
Education) is new way for you who has fascination to look for some information given it relief your hunger
of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having
little bit of digest in reading this Normalites: The First Professionally Prepared Teachers in the United States
(Contemporary Research in Education) can be the light food for you because the information inside that
book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone,



sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for
your better life and knowledge.
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