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Political parties are one of the core institutions of democracy. But in democracies around the world?rich and
poor, Western and non-Western?there is growing evidence of low or declining public confidence in parties.
In membership, organization, and popular involvement and commitment, political parties are not what they
used to be. But are they in decline, or are they simply changing their forms and functions? In contrast to
authors of most previous works on political parties, which tend to focus exclusively on long-established
Western democracies, the contributors to this volume cover many regions of the world. Theoretically, they
consider the essential functions that political parties perform in democracy and the different types of parties.
Historically, they trace the emergence of parties in Western democracies and the transformation of party
cleavage in recent decades. Empirically, they analyze the changing character of parties and party systems in
postcommunist Europe, Latin America, and five individual countries that have witnessed significant change:
Italy, Japan, Taiwan, India, and Turkey. As the authors show, political parties are now only one of many
vehicles for the representation of interests, but they remain essential for recruiting leaders, structuring
electoral choice, and organizing government. To the extent that parties are weak and discredited, the health
of democracy will be seriously impaired.

Contributors: Larry Diamond and Richard Gunther • Hans Daalder • Philippe Schmitter • Seymour Martin
Lipset • Giovanni Sartori • Bradley Richardson • Herbert Kitschelt • Michael Coppedge • Ergun Ozbudun •
Yun-han Chu • Leonardo Morlino • Ashutosh Varshney and E. Sridharan • Stefano Bartolini and Peter Mair.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Coleman:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the guide untitled Political Parties and Democracy (A Journal of Democracy
Book) can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Catrina Hall:

The actual book Political Parties and Democracy (A Journal of Democracy Book) has a lot of knowledge on
it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you
can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Ella Cook:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the
books in the top record in your reading list is Political Parties and Democracy (A Journal of Democracy
Book). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Alan Torrez:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This publication Political Parties and Democracy (A Journal of Democracy Book)
was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book,
you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you
wanted.
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