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What would you say if you had just six words to define your life? That’s the challenge Larry Smith presented
to his online community, SMITH Magazine, in 2006. His quest was inspired by the legend that Ernest
Hemingway was once challenged to write a novel in just six words. His heartbreaking result: “For sale: baby
shoes, never worn.” Giving the form a personal twist, Smith reimagined the six-word novel idea as the Six-
Word Memoir, challenging contributors to create a half-dozen words of self-reflection. The constraint, it
turned out, fueled rather than inhibited creativity: “Sometimes lonely in a crowded bed.” “My life made my
therapist laugh.” “Wasn’t born a redhead — fixed that.” “I still make coffee for two.” Inspired by Six Words’
popularity in English classes and art classes alike, Smith recently called for submissions for illustrated Six-
Word Memoirs, in which he asked students, whether in grade school or grad school, to create a piece of
artwork that enhanced their memoirs. The voices in 'Things Don’t Have to Be Complicated' are younger than
those of previous memoirists, but no less profound: “Said he loved me, he lied.” “Two girls, both of them
me.” “Big dreams, big heart, big mouth.” “I’m a Muslim, not a terrorist.” “Life is better with headphones
on.” This book contains dozens more. At its core, the Six-Word Memoir offers a simple way for anyone of
any age to try to answer the question that defines us all: Who am I?
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Hegland:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Things Don't Have To Be
Complicated: Illustrated Six-Word Memoirs by Students Making Sense of the World (TED Books) book as
basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Marvis Byrnes:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a
lot of new facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of many
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Things Don't Have To Be Complicated: Illustrated Six-Word Memoirs by Students Making Sense of the
World (TED Books), you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge
can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Cliff Boyd:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Things Don't Have To Be Complicated: Illustrated
Six-Word Memoirs by Students Making Sense of the World (TED Books) can give you a lot of friends
because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more
like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication
offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Things Don't Have To Be Complicated: Illustrated Six-
Word Memoirs by Students Making Sense of the World (TED Books).

Palmer Schwartz:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know
that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous



books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Things Don't Have To Be
Complicated: Illustrated Six-Word Memoirs by Students Making Sense of the World (TED Books).
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