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Since the mid-1930s, Helen Levitt has photographed life on the streets of New York, capturing the pulse of
the city at moments when sidewalk life becomes an urban portrait. Crosstown is the most comprehensive
monograph devoted to this master photographer. In pioneering pictures of 1930s and 1940s Harlem, an
innovative color series completed in 1960, and black-and-white images from the 1980s and 1990s, the book
reveals the changes in New York street culture as well as the evolution of Levitt’s photographic eye.

From Francine Prose’s introduction to Crosstown: Photographs by Helen Levitt:

Look at a Helen Levitt photo, and the city streets, subways, and rooftops become pure Helen Levitt.
Encountering Levitt’s pictures, taken mostly between 1936 and the present, mostly around Manhattan, is like
taking off your sunglasses, or cleaning your spectacles, or just blinking, which is only appropriate, since so
many of them seem to have been taken in a blink, and to picture something that will be gone, that was gone,
a blink after it was taken. These photographs radically readjust our visual fine-tuning to remind us of how
rapidly everything changes, of how large a fraction of what we see won’t exist in its present form only a
heartbeat from now. It’s impossible not to notice that the beautiful gypsy kid, caught in mid-motion in the
doorway of his apartment, was disappearing even as his portrait was being taken….

The photographs in Crosstown make the difficult look easy. They seem so effortlessly right that it’s only
when you think for two seconds, or recall all the bad documentary photography that you’ve seen, or pause to
marvel at the high wire act they’re performing even as they focus steadfastly on the ground, that you realize
how frighteningly simple it would be to get all of this terribly wrong, to make the children cute and the old
ladies darling. Helen Levitt’s work is never sentimental, it never estheticizes or objectifies, never turns its
subjects into art objects, never distorts them into noble heroes of poverty and desolation; it is never falsely,
preemptively elegiac or nostalgic. You never feel the artist calling attention to herself or to the breadth and
compassion of her vision. Everything is happening too quickly — and too interestingly — for anything
remotely resembling self-conscious artiness, or narcissism.
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From reader reviews:

Tamera Duckett:

The book Crosstown make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more
increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with your
subject. If you can make reading through a book Crosstown being your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You
are able to know everything if you like open up and read a guide Crosstown. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

James Lightle:

The book Crosstown can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we
leave a very important thing like a book Crosstown? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve.
But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of
these. Book Crosstown has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can
look the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Frances Barrett:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important usually. The book Crosstown ended up being making you to know
about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The
book Crosstown is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when you
really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
while using book Crosstown. You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Gary Muldowney:

This book untitled Crosstown to be one of several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is
because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular
book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book
too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is
no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.
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