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In 1954 the U.S. Air Force launched an ambitious program known as WS-117L to develop the world’s first
reconnaissance satellite. The goal was to take photographic images from space and relay them back to Earth
via radio. Because of technical issues and bureaucratic resistance, however, WS-117L was seriously behind
schedule by the time Sputnik orbited Earth in 1957 and was eventually cancelled. The air force began
concentrating instead on new programs that eventually launched the first successful U.S. spy satellites.

Eyeing the Red Storm examines the birth of space-based reconnaissance not from the perspective of
CORONA (the first photo reconnaissance satellite to fly) but rather from that of the WS-117L. Robert M.
Dienesch’s revised assessment places WS-117L within the larger context of Dwight D. Eisenhower’s
presidency, focusing on the dynamic between military and civilian leadership. Dienesch demonstrates how
WS-117L promised Eisenhower not merely military intelligence but also the capacity to manage national
security against the Soviet threat. As a fiscal conservative, Eisenhower believed a strong economy was the
key to surviving the Cold War and saw satellite reconnaissance as a means to understand the Soviet military
challenge more clearly and thus keep American defense spending under control. 

Although WS-117L never flew, it provided the foundation for all subsequent satellites, breaking theoretical
barriers and helping to overcome major technical hurdles, which ensured the success of America’s first
working reconnaissance satellites and their photographic missions during the Cold War.
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From reader reviews:

Fernando Rowe:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book titled Eyeing the Red
Storm: Eisenhower and the First Attempt to Build a Spy Satellite? Maybe it is to become best activity for
you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before.
Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Latrice Miller:

The e-book with title Eyeing the Red Storm: Eisenhower and the First Attempt to Build a Spy Satellite
includes a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This
book exist new know-how the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world
right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will
bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so
you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Carla Floyd:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
study a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds
of us novel, comics, and soon. The Eyeing the Red Storm: Eisenhower and the First Attempt to Build a Spy
Satellite offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Stacey Greene:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Eyeing the Red Storm: Eisenhower
and the First Attempt to Build a Spy Satellite to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to
read it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to
like to available a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book Eyeing the Red Storm: Eisenhower and the First
Attempt to Build a Spy Satellite can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of that time.
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