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Thomas Mann’s two eldest children, Erika and Klaus, were unconventional, rebellious, and fiercely devoted
to each other. Empowered by their close bond, they espoused vehemently anti-Nazi views in a Europe swept
up in fascism and were openly, even defiantly, gay in an age of secrecy and repression. Although their
father’s fame has unfairly overshadowed their legacy, Erika and Klaus were serious authors, performance
artists before the medium existed, and political visionaries whose searing essays and lectures are still
relevant today. And, as Andrea Weiss reveals in this dual biography, their story offers a fascinating view of
the literary and intellectual life, political turmoil, and shifting sexual mores of their times.
            In the Shadow of the Magic Mountain begins with an account of the make-believe world the Manns
created together as children—an early sign of their talents as well as the intensity of their relationship. Weiss
documents the lifelong artistic collaboration that followed, showing how, as the Nazis took power, Erika and
Klaus infused their work with a shared sense of political commitment. Their views earned them exile, and
after escaping Germany they eventually moved to the United States, where both served as members of the
U.S. armed forces. Abroad, they enjoyed a wide circle of famous friends, including Andre Gide, Christopher
Isherwood, Jean Cocteau, and W. H. Auden, whom Erika married in 1935. But the demands of life in exile,
Klaus’s heroin addiction, and Erika’s new allegiance to their father strained their mutual devotion, and in
1949 Klaus committed suicide.
            Beautiful never-before-seen photographs illustrate Weiss’s riveting tale of two brave nonconformists
whose dramatic lives open up new perspectives on the history of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Olivia Cook:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This In the Shadow of the Magic Mountain: The
Erika and Klaus Mann Story is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Jerry Sonnier:

The ability that you get from In the Shadow of the Magic Mountain: The Erika and Klaus Mann Story is a
more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but In the Shadow of the Magic Mountain: The Erika
and Klaus Mann Story giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific
way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known
enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then
can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of In
the Shadow of the Magic Mountain: The Erika and Klaus Mann Story instantly.

Brett Nash:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the reserve untitled In the Shadow of the Magic Mountain: The Erika and Klaus Mann Story
can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Arthur Fabry:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
is In the Shadow of the Magic Mountain: The Erika and Klaus Mann Story.
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