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Eighteenth-century France witnessed the rise of matter itself-in forms ranging from atoms to anatomies-as a
privileged object of study. Voluptuous Philosophy redefines what is at stake in the emergence of an
enlightened secular materialism by showing how questions of figure-how should a body be represented?
What should the effects of this representation be on readers?-are tellingly and consistently located at the very
heart of 18th-century debates about the nature of material substance. French materialisms of the
Enlightenment are crucially invested not only in the development of a sophisticated theoretical apparatus
around the notion of matter but in the production of specific relationships between readers and the matterof
the texts that they consume. How, the book asks, did the period's fascination with a markedly immaterial and
ephemeral event-the reading of works of fiction-come to coincide with what appears to be a gradual
materialization of human subjects: men and women who increasingly manage to envision themselves
transfigured, as the century wears on, into machines, animals, and even, in the work of the Marquis de Sade,
tables and chairs? In what way did the spread of new philosophies of matter depend upon the ability of
readers to perceive certain figures of speech as literally and immediately true-to imagine themselves as fully
material bodies even as they found themselves most deeply compelled by disembodied literary forms? More
broadly, in what sense does the act of reading literature alter and transfigure our perceptions of what is, and
can be, real? Voluptuous Philosophy articulates the gradual coming into being of literature as a distinct arena
of textual production with the rise of an enlightened reader who remains abstracted from the bodily
symptoms that any given piece of writing may induce in him. The very definition of the literaryas an
autonomous field, this book suggests, may, ironically, be dependent upon the simultaneous construction of a
material world that remains fully immune to its effects.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Dewitt:

With other case, little folks like to read book Voluptuous Philosophy: Literary Materialism in the French
Enlightenment. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about
how is important a book Voluptuous Philosophy: Literary Materialism in the French Enlightenment. You can
add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known.
About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or even
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Gerald Reed:

Here thing why this Voluptuous Philosophy: Literary Materialism in the French Enlightenment are different
and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Voluptuous Philosophy: Literary Materialism in the
French Enlightenment giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out
there but there is no publication that similar with Voluptuous Philosophy: Literary Materialism in the French
Enlightenment. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like
in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing
the branded book maybe the form of Voluptuous Philosophy: Literary Materialism in the French
Enlightenment in e-book can be your alternative.

Gaye Lewis:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Voluptuous Philosophy: Literary Materialism in the
French Enlightenment, you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

Deon Henderson:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the
library. They go to there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important,



boring in addition to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important
in your case. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Voluptuous Philosophy: Literary Materialism in the French
Enlightenment can make you sense more interested to read.
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