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If there are genuine questions about Australian history, there is something to puzzle over. The history ceases
to be predictable—and dull.

From the author of The Shortest History of Europe, acclaimed historian John Hirst, comes this fresh and
stimulating approach to understanding Australia's past and present.

Hirst asks and answers questions that get to the heart of Australia's history:

Why did Aborigines not become farmers?●

How did a penal colony change peacefully to a democracy?●

Why was Australia so prosperous so early?●

Why did the Australian colonies federate?●

What effect did convict origins have on national character?●

Why was the postwar migration programme a success?●

Why is Australia not a republic?●

Engaging and enjoyable, and written for the novice and the expert alike, Australian History in 7 Questions
explains how we became the nation we are today.

‘If you don't always agree with the answers, you will certainly acquire a renewed interest in the questions.
This, surely, is the highest hope of good history.’ —Saturday Paper

‘An excellent tool for provoking debate’ —Age

‘An intriguing approach’ —West Weekend Magazine

‘With trademark clarity and insight, Hirst manages to touch every cornerstone of Australia’s past … every
Australian should read this book.’ —Monthly

‘Thought provoking’ —Daily Telegraph

‘Instructively provocative’ —Burnie Advocate

‘Australian History in 7 Questions is a lively and exciting book, showing the skills of a professional historian
and social commentator … Anyone would benefit from reading this erudite short book.’ —Australian
Journal of Politics and History

John Hirst was a member of the History Department at La Trobe University from 1968 to 2007. He has
written many books on Australian history, including Convict Society and Its Enemies, The Strange Birth of
Colonial Democracy, The Sentimental Nation, Sense and Nonsense in Australian History and The Shortest
History of Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Colleen Key:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Australian History in 7 Questions book is readable simply by you who
hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with
Australian History in 7 Questions content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you
even now thinking Australian History in 7 Questions is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Sylvia Silva:

The book untitled Australian History in 7 Questions is the e-book that recommended to you you just read.
You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when
write the book, and so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also
could possibly get the e-book of Australian History in 7 Questions from the publisher to make you far more
enjoy free time.

Mindy Simmons:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Australian History in 7 Questions the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every
word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you
never get before. The Australian History in 7 Questions giving you one more experience more than blown
away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us show you
the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?

Richard Barbosa:

You can get this Australian History in 7 Questions by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-
book are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the
modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself
to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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