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True-life reporting on vicious criminals and the haphazard system that punishes them

In 1969, the Supreme Court justices cast votes in secret that could have signaled the end of the death penalty.
Later, the justices’ resolve began to unravel. Why? What were the consequences for the rule of law and for
the life at stake in the case?

These are some of the fascinating questions answered in Murder at the Supreme Court. Veteran journalists
Martin Clancy and Tim O’Brien not only pull back the curtain of secrecy that surrounds Supreme Court
deliberations but also reveal the crucial links between landmark capital-punishment cases and the lethal
crimes at their root. The authors take readers to crime scenes, holding cells, jury rooms, autopsy suites, and
execution chambers to provide true-life reporting on vicious criminals and the haphazard judicial system that
punishes them. The cases reported are truly "the cases that made the law." They have defined the parameters
that judges must follow for a death sentence to stand up on appeal.

Beyond the obvious questions regarding the dubious deterrent effect of capital punishment or whether
retribution is sufficient justification for the death penalty (regardless of the heinous nature of the crimes
committed), the cases and crimes examined in this book raise other confounding issues: Is lethal injection
really more humane than other methods of execution? Should a mentally ill killer be forcibly medicated to
make him "well enough" to be executed? How does the race of the perpetrator or the victim influence
sentencing? Is heinous rape a capital crime? How young is too young to be executed?

This in-depth yet highly accessible book provides compelling human stories that illuminate the thorny legal
issues behind the most noteworthy capital cases.  
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From reader reviews:

Teddy Hathorn:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Murder at the Supreme Court: Lethal Crimes and Landmark Cases.
Try to the actual book Murder at the Supreme Court: Lethal Crimes and Landmark Cases as your pal. It
means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course make you
smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence
because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge
with this book.

Gene Lyons:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Murder at the Supreme
Court: Lethal Crimes and Landmark Cases is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Richard Dean:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the publication untitled Murder at the Supreme Court: Lethal Crimes and
Landmark Cases can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Donnie Ned:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Murder at the Supreme
Court: Lethal Crimes and Landmark Cases which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
find.
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