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Yeats, Shakespeare, and Irish Cultural Nationalism examines Yeats’s writing on Shakespeare in the context
of his work on behalf of the Irish Literary Revival. While Shakespeare’s verse drama provides a source of
inspiration for Yeats’s poetry and plays, Yeats also writes about Shakespeare in essays and articles
promoting the ideals of the Revival, and on behalf of Irish literary nationalism. These prose pieces reveal
Yeats thinking about Shakespeare’s art and times throughout his career, and taken together they offer a new
perspective on the contours of Yeats’s cultural politics.

This book identifies three stages of Yeats’s cultural nationalism, each of which appropriates England’s
national poet in an idiosyncratic manner, while reflecting contemporary trends in Shakespeare reception.
Thus Yeats’s fin-de-siécle Shakespeare is a symbolist poet and folk-artist whose pre-modern sensibility
detaches him from contemporary English culture and aligns him with the inhabitants of Ireland’s rural
margins. Next, in the opening decade of the twentieth century, following his visit to Stratford to see the
Benson history cycle, Yeats’s work for the Irish National Theatre adopts an avant-garde, occultist stagecraft
to develop an Irish dramatic repertoire capable of unifying its audience in a shared sense of nationhood.
Yeats writes frequently about Shakespeare during this period, locating on the Elizabethan stage the kind of
transformational emotional affect he sought to recover in the Abbey Theatre. Finally, as Ireland moves
towards political independence, Yeats turns again to Shakespeare to register his disappointment with the
social and cultural direction of the nascent Irish state.

In each case, Yeats’s thinking about Shakespeare responds to the remarkable conflation of aesthetic and
religious philosophies constituting his cultural nationalism, thus making a unique case of Shakespearean
reception. Taken together, Yeats’s writings deracinate Shakespeare, and so contribute significantly to the
process by which Shakespeare has come to be seen as a global artist, rather than a specifically English
possession.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Castaneda:

With other case, little folks like to read book Yeats, Shakespeare, and Irish Cultural Nationalism. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book
Yeats, Shakespeare, and Irish Cultural Nationalism. You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know
that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should
use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Mark McCarver:

This Yeats, Shakespeare, and Irish Cultural Nationalism book is not really ordinary book, you have after that
it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information
you will get. This particular Yeats, Shakespeare, and Irish Cultural Nationalism without we know teach the
one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Yeats,
Shakespeare, and Irish Cultural Nationalism can bring any time you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Yeats,
Shakespeare, and Irish Cultural Nationalism having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you
will not experience uninterested in reading.

Katherine Belcher:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Yeats, Shakespeare, and Irish Cultural
Nationalism reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas
and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism Yeats, Shakespeare, and
Irish Cultural Nationalism as good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide
that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.

Roman Morris:

This Yeats, Shakespeare, and Irish Cultural Nationalism is new way for you who has interest to look for
some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Yeats, Shakespeare,
and Irish Cultural Nationalism can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable



by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired
even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a publication especially this one. You can
find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your
better life as well as knowledge.
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