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Most previous books about Dmitri Shostakovich have focused on either his symphonies and operas, or his
relationship to the regime under which he lived, or both, since these large-scale works were the ones that
attracted the interest and sometimes the condemnation of the Soviet authorities. Music for Silenced Voices
looks at Shostakovich through the back door, as it were, of his fifteen quartets, the works which his widow
characterized as a "diary, the story of his soul." The silences and the voices were of many kinds, including
the political silencing of adventurous writers, artists, and musicians during the Stalin era; the lost voices of
Shostakovich's operas (a form he abandoned just before turning to string quartets); and the death-silenced
voices of his close friends, to whom he dedicated many of these chamber works.

Wendy Lesser has constructed a fascinating narrative in which the fifteen quartets, considered one at a time
in chronological order, lead the reader through the personal, political, and professional events that shaped
Shostakovich's singular, emblematic twentieth-century life. Weaving together interviews with the composer's
friends, family, and colleagues, as well as conversations with present-day musicians who have played the
quartets, Lesser sheds new light on the man and the musician. One of the very few books about Shostakovich
that is aimed at a general rather than an academic audience, Music for Silenced Voices is a pleasure to read;
at the same time, it is rigorously faithful to the known facts in this notoriously complicated life. It will fill
readers with the desire to hear the quartets, which are among the most compelling and emotionally powerful
monuments of the past century's music.
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From reader reviews:

Cory Marshall:

The book with title Music for Silenced Voices: Shostakovich and His Fifteen Quartets includes a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new
era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Ramon Jeter:

The actual book Music for Silenced Voices: Shostakovich and His Fifteen Quartets has a lot of information
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very
famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to
read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Ida Resler:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer might be Music for Silenced Voices: Shostakovich and His Fifteen Quartets
why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.

Lisa Mercado:

The book untitled Music for Silenced Voices: Shostakovich and His Fifteen Quartets contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
published by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. You can actually read
this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-
site along with order it. Have a nice study.
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