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In Overseers of the Poor, John Gilliom confronts the everyday politics of surveillance by exploring the
worlds and words of those who know it best-the watched. Arguing that the current public conversation about
surveillance and privacy rights is rife with political and conceptual failings, Gilliom goes beyond the critics
and analysts to add fresh voices, insights, and perspectives.

This powerful book lets us in on the conversations of low-income mothers from Appalachian Ohio as they
talk about the welfare bureaucracy and its remarkably advanced surveillance system. In their struggle to care
for their families, these women are monitored and assessed through a vast network of supercomputers,
caseworkers, fraud control agents, and even grocers and neighbors.

In-depth interviews show that these women focus less on the right to privacy than on a critique of
surveillance that lays bare the personal and political conflicts with which they live. And, while they have
little interest in conventional forms of politics, we see widespread patterns of everyday resistance as they
subvert the surveillance regime when they feel it prevents them from being good parents. Ultimately,
Overseers of the Poor demonstrates the need to reconceive not just our understanding of the surveillance-
privacy debate but also the broader realms of language, participation, and the politics of rights.

We all know that our lives are being watched more than ever before. As we struggle to understand and
confront this new order, Gilliom argues, we need to spend less time talking about privacy rights, legislatures,
and courts of law and more time talking about power, domination, and the ongoing struggles of everyday
people.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Freeman:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important normally. The book Overseers of the Poor: Surveillance, Resistance, and
the Limits of Privacy (Chicago Series in Law and Society) was making you to know about other know-how
and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve Overseers of the
Poor: Surveillance, Resistance, and the Limits of Privacy (Chicago Series in Law and Society) is not only
giving you far more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your
personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book Overseers of
the Poor: Surveillance, Resistance, and the Limits of Privacy (Chicago Series in Law and Society). You
never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Dixie Santiago:

Here thing why that Overseers of the Poor: Surveillance, Resistance, and the Limits of Privacy (Chicago
Series in Law and Society) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it
really depends in the content from it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Overseers of the
Poor: Surveillance, Resistance, and the Limits of Privacy (Chicago Series in Law and Society) giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar
with Overseers of the Poor: Surveillance, Resistance, and the Limits of Privacy (Chicago Series in Law and
Society). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like
in area, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
branded book maybe the form of Overseers of the Poor: Surveillance, Resistance, and the Limits of Privacy
(Chicago Series in Law and Society) in e-book can be your option.

Henry Heath:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a
reserve. The book Overseers of the Poor: Surveillance, Resistance, and the Limits of Privacy (Chicago Series
in Law and Society) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can
buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not
too expensive but this book offers high quality.



Lucy Carson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Overseers of the Poor: Surveillance,
Resistance, and the Limits of Privacy (Chicago Series in Law and Society) guide written by well-known
writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book.
Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger
then you still uncertainty Overseers of the Poor: Surveillance, Resistance, and the Limits of Privacy (Chicago
Series in Law and Society) as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that
can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!?
Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth
sense.
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