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When The Phil Donahue Show topped the ratings in 1979, it ushered in a new era in daytime television.
Mixing controversial social issues, light topics, and audience participation, it created a new genre, one that is
still flourishing, despite being harshly criticized, over two decades later. Now, the daytime TV landscape is
littered with talk shows. But why do people watch these shows? How do they make sense of them? And how
do these shows affect their viewers' sense of what constitutes appropriate public debate?

In Talking Trash, Julie Engel Manga offers a fascinating exploration of these questions and reveals the wide
range of reasons viewers are drawn to “trash talk.” Focusing on such shows as Oprah!, Jerry Springer, Ricki
Lake, Jenny Jones, and Maury Povitch, and drawing upon interviews with women who watch these shows,
Talking Trash is the first examination of the talk show phenomenon from the viewers’ perspective. In
taking this approach, Manga is able to understand what talk shows mean to the women who watch them. And
by refusing to judge either the shows or their viewers as good or bad, she is able to grasp how viewers relate
to these shows-as escape, entertainment, uninhibited public discourse, or an accurate reflection of their own
hardships and heartaches. Manga concludes that while the form of “trash-talk” shows may be relatively new,
the socio-cultural experience they embody has been with us for a long time.

Absorbing, entertaining, and keenly perceptive, Talking Trash illuminates the complex viewer response to
“trash talk” and examines the cultural politics surrounding this wildly controversial popular phenomenon.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Harris:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Talking Trash: The Cultural
Politics of Daytime TV Talk Shows. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look
for the internet options or other social media.

Theresa Tompkins:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Talking Trash: The Cultural Politics of
Daytime TV Talk Shows is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Ashley Gibson:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
whole day to reading a e-book. The book Talking Trash: The Cultural Politics of Daytime TV Talk Shows it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-
book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this
book has high quality.

Lola Kelly:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that need
more time to be read. Talking Trash: The Cultural Politics of Daytime TV Talk Shows can be your answer
because it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.
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