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In 1930, Chicago's Field Museum of Natural History commissioned sculptor Malvina Hoffman to produce
three-dimensional models of racial types for an anthropology display called the Races of Mankind. In this
exceptional study, Marianne Kinkel measures the colossal impact of the ninety-one bronze and stone
sculptures on perceptions of race in twentieth-century visual culture, tracing their exhibition from their 1933
debut and nearly four decades at the Field Museum to numerous reuses, repackagings, reproductions, and
publications that reached across the world.

 

Employing a keen interdisciplinary approach, Kinkel taps archival sources and period publications to
construct a cultural biography of the Races of Mankind sculptures. She examines how Hoffman's
collaborations with curators and anthropologists transformed the commission from a traditional physical
anthropology display to a fine art exhibit. She also tracks influential exhibitions of statuettes in New York
and Paris and photographic reproductions in atlases, maps, and encyclopedias. The volume concludes with
the dismantling of the exhibit at the Field Museum in the late 1960s and the redeployment of some of the
sculptures in new educational settings.

 

Kinkel demonstrates how the Races of Mankind sculptures participated in various racial paradigms by
asserting fixed racial types and racial hierarchies in the 1930s, promoting the notion of a Brotherhood of
Man in the 1940s, and engaging Afrocentric discourses of identity in the 1970s. Despite the enormous role
the sculptures played in representing race in American visual culture, their history has been largely
unrecognized until now. The first sustained examination of this influential group of sculptures, Races of
Mankind: The Sculptures of Malvina Hoffman examines how the veracity of race is continually renegotiated
through collaborative processes involved in the production, display, and circulation of visual representations.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Burroughs:

The book Races of Mankind: The Sculptures of Malvina Hoffman can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book
Races of Mankind: The Sculptures of Malvina Hoffman? Several of you have a different opinion about book.
But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of
these. Book Races of Mankind: The Sculptures of Malvina Hoffman has simple shape but you know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it
is very wonderful.

Travis McDonald:

Beside this specific Races of Mankind: The Sculptures of Malvina Hoffman in your phone, it could give you
a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is
good thing to have Races of Mankind: The Sculptures of Malvina Hoffman because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on,
that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read
it from today!

Liliana Stevens:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books
in the top checklist in your reading list is actually Races of Mankind: The Sculptures of Malvina Hoffman.
This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Mary Adamczyk:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Races of Mankind: The
Sculptures of Malvina Hoffman.
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